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SUB J : AIRCRAFT FOR AIR AFFAIRES GABON 

CASABLANCA FOR RCAA 

REF: (A) LIBREVILLE 0407; (B) LIBREVILLE 0219 

1. EMBOFF RECEIVED CALL APRIL 7 FROM BF, LI. ANGER. DIRECTOR 
OF AIR AFFAIRES STATING THAT BEECHCRAFT AIRPLANES ORDERED 
BY AIR AFFAIRES STILL HAD NOT RECEIVED EXPORT LICENSES. 

HE SAID AIR AFFAIRES EXTREMELY UPSET BY THIS SINCE PLANES 
ALREADY PAID FOR, CUSTOMERS IMPATIENT FOR DELIVERY AND 
AIR AFFAIRES PILOTS WAITING TO BE CHECKED OUT ON PLANES. 

HE MADE POINT THAT AIR AFFAIRES HAD DONE EVERYTHING 
NECESSARY TO COMPLY WITH COMMERCE REGULATIONS (REF A) 
AND STATED THAT THIS WAS NO WAY TO CONDUCT BUSINESS. HE 
REPEATED THAT SITUATION VERY DISTURBING AND HOPED THAT 
PLANES COULD BE RELEASED IMMEDIATELY. 

2. COMMENT: ABOVE SITUATION EXTREMELY EMBARASSING TO 
EMBASSY AND DAMAGING TO OUR COMMERCIAL POSITION. 

BFT.I. ANGER ONE OF MOST PTWERFUL MEN IN GABON. 

OF EVEN GREATER SIGNIFICANCE IS FACT PRESIDENT BONGO 
AN IMPORTANT STOCKHOLDER IN AIR AFFAIRES SURELY NOW 
AWARE OF DELAY AND ITS CAUSES. SINCE ALL IMPORTANT 
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THIS SEEMINGLY HAUGHTY TREATMENT OF AIR AFFAIRES BOUND 
TO ADVERSELY AFFECT U.S. BUSINESS PARTICIPATION IN A 
NUMBER OF CURRENT DEVELOPMENT PROJCTS (DAMS, MINERAL 
PORT) WHICH REPRESENT MILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN CONTRACTS 
TO SAY NOTHING OF HARM IT DOES TO EXCELLENT AND LEGITIMATE 
REPEAT LEGITIMATE BUSINESS WE DO IN AIRCRAFT SALES HERE. 
EMBASSY UNABLE TO JUSTIFY DELAY IN ISSUING EXPTRT LICENSE 
TO ITSELF MUCH LESS TO AIR AFFAIRES. ACCORDING TO OUR 
READING OF AIR AFFAIRES DOSSIER, COMPANY HAS COMPLIED 
WITH ALL RELEVANT REGULATIONS AND MOST IMPORTANTLY HAS 
PROVIDED WRITTEN ASSURANCES IT WILL OBSERVE RHODESIAN 
SANCTIONS. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: EARLIEST POSSIBLE ISSUANCE OF PENDING 
LICENSES. 

COUNTRYMAN 
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